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November 19, 2021 

 

 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 
Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

Next Meeting:  Council, 11/22/21, 7:00 PM 

Assistant City Manager Natalie Dean reports the City       

and the Elks closed on the easement Elk’s Trail this morning. 

We are happy to partner with the Elk’s to take the next step 

towards a trail near the Dowagiac Creek that will be enjoyed 

by generations to come.  The City will apply to the MDNR 

Trust Fund to construct the trail in early 2022.  If granted, 

construction would likely start mid- 2023.    Elk’s Trail will 

be a natural trail that will connect Schuur Park to Riverside 

Park. 

 

The Neighborhood Enhancement Grant is seeing lots of 

progress, but we are still working hard to complete projects 

before the end of the year.  The newest project to be completed 

is at 305 Dewey.  The owners of this home received many new, 

insulated, windows and a new front door.  They are beyond 

thrilled and ready for the winter!  

 

 

Steve Allen, Code Enforcement Officer, reports on overall 

enforcement. This week’s code enforcement activities 

included: 16 inspections. 
  

1. 3 blight violations re-inspections, unresolved. 

2. 1 blight violations re-inspections closed, resolved by home owner. 

3. 1 abandon automobile violation re-inspections, unresolved. 

4. 1 abandon automobile re-inspection closed, vehicle removed by home owner. 

5. 1 exterior property maintenance violation re-inspections, unresolved.  

6. 1 exterior property maintenance violation re-inspections, resolved by home owner.   

7. 8 Zoning permits final approved. Closed 

 

 



Director of Public Services, Chad Tyrakowski shares many of the projects from this week. 
 

Grounds/Streets 

• We have started to receive bids for Tree Management Program  

• Crews are focusing on leaf collection as much as possible 

 

Water 

• Work continues with Alan Smaka in preparation for Water/Sewer Treatment operator 

solicitations 

• F&V fixed leak on WTP high-service pump #2 

• HAAS replaced the WTP alarm keypad 

• F&V installed sample taps @new location per EGLE’s request 

• Elmer’s replaced door/panic bar for CCWS well house 

• Met w/Colony Bay to discuss connecting to CCWS 

 

Sewer 

• Assisted SLAUA w/transition to USIC for MISS Digs 

• Responded to another pump issue @Vineyard 

• Oudbier installed the WWTP sludge press VFD purchased from/programmed by Fournier 

• Cleaned storm sewer Fairlawn/Fairfield 

• Televised cleanout on Sherwood 

 

Electric 

• MEC rebuilt well #19 transformer Rack/Cut-Outs due to blown fuses/outdated 

materials/clearance issues 

• MEC repaired several street/security lights 

• MEC performed some pole testing on the Telegraph substation circuit 

• MEC reviewing inventory at the Butler building 

• Updated info for MMEA Directory 

• Participated in call regarding the new Clean Energy Program 

 

Projects 

• Continue working w/Wightman to resolve sidewalk ramp issue on Jefferson 
 

Other 

• Investigated trip/fall on Franklin (missing gas valve cover) 

• Staff is contending with more COVID quarantines & vacations 

 

 

 

City offices will be closed November 25 and 26 for the Thanksgiving holiday. 

We each have much to be thankful for.  Recharge your battery,                      

enjoy and appreciate your family and friends this Thanksgiving. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dowagiac Firefighters were guests at very special dinner this week.   

La Casa de Maria and the Seventh Day Adventists Church hosted firefighters to a  

“Thank You” dinner for all they do for the community.  The men and women of the                      

Dowagiac Fire Department are appreciative to these volunteers, for a special night,  

and feel it is their honor to serve such a wonderful community. 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely,     

 

 

 Kevin Anderson, City Manager 


